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Transparency and A
ccountability 

• The Journal Im
pact Factor provides an im

portant 
m

easure of a journal’s contribution to scholarly 
com

m
unication, and its distortion by an excessive 

concentration of citations is a serious m
atter. 

• Titles are suppressed from
 JC

R
 based on 

analysis of the prior year’s data, leaving the 
reasons for suppression visible.   

• Thom
son R

euters does not assum
e m

otive on 
behalf of any party 



• D
ata considered: 

• Total citations (TC
) 

•  Journal Im
pact Factor (JIF) 

•  R
ank in category 

•  %
 of journal self-citations in Journal Im

pact 
Factor num

erator 
•  P

roportional increase in Journal Im
pact Factor 

w
ith/w

ithout journal self-citations 
•  E

ffect of journal self-citations on rank in 
category by Journal Im

pact Factor 

• Journals in bottom
 10%

 ranking by 
TC

 and/or by JIF are not suppressed 

• S
uppressed journals represent 

extrem
e outliers in citation behavior 

• S
cience E

dition and S
ocial S

ciences 
E

dition are analyzed separately 

• Journals are suppressed for tw
o 

consecutive years and re-evaluated 
in the third year using new

 data. 
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Journal S
elf-C

itation 
S

uppression of individual journals 
C

ited journal graph in JC
R

 W
eb 

Journal self-citation display in JC
R

 W
eb 



• D
ata considered: 

• D
onor as %

 of R
ecipient’s Total C

itations 
• D

onor as %
 of R

ecipient’s Journal Im
pact 

Factor num
erator citations 

• C
oncentration of citations exchanged into 

Journal Im
pact Factor num

erator 
• Identification of individual item

(s) in D
onor 

Journal w
ith near-exclusive reference to 

R
ecipient journal(s) 

• Journals in bottom
 10%

 ranking by 
TC

 and/or by Journal Im
pact Factor, 

are not suppressed 

• N
ew

 titles, w
here citation activity is 

naturally concentrated, are not 
suppressed 

• S
uppressed journals represent 

extrem
e outliers in citation behavior 

• S
cience E

dition and S
ocial 

S
ciences edition are analyzed 

separately 

• D
onor and R

ecipient journals are 
suppressed for one year, and re-
evaluated w

ith the next year’s data. 4 

C
itation S

tacking 
D

onor and R
ecipient journal pair suppression 

A
rticle in D

onor Journal w
ith references color-coded 

by cited w
ork – W

eb of S
cience C

itation M
ap 

C
ited journal graph in JC

R
 W

eb 


